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Overview

“Maillard Reaction” is a bilingual (half English, half Chinese) Alternative R&B
single produced by Khem L, and written and performed by DBsock (Mingwei Gao).
Built on live guitar, bass, and violin, it tells a painful love story - a slow emotional
burn where warmth turns toxic. The track captures the chemistry between devotion
and destruction, echoing the soulful yet conflicted world of SiR, Giveon, Avara, and
BLK ODYSSY.

Artistic Context

From her early singles Swing and Masking to the introspective EP The
Journey, DBsock has consistently blurred the line between conceptual
soundscapes and vulnerable confessions. With Maillard Reaction, she turns the lens
inward - confronting love not as a cliche, but as a form of self-dissection. It’s her
first direct dialogue with romance, filtered through both languages and worlds,
where emotional warmth meets decay, and devotion becomes both sanctuary and
sacrifice.

Artist Quote
“With Maillard Reaction, I’'m shedding layers - not just of sound, but of
myself. This is my first leap into love’s fragile truth.”
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https://on.soundcloud.com/CyKNE65TEmFnXhAsMI
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHY

Short Form (100 words)

DBsock (Mingwei Gao) is a Shenzhen-and LA-based Art Pop and
Alternative R&B artist, producer, and illustrator. Drawing from influences like FKA
twigs, Bjork, 070 Shake, and fafxZ(FloruitShow), she creates music that is both
cinematic and vulnerable. With a background in psychology and life on the autism
spectrum, DBsock approaches songwriting as therapy - where every sound and
silence is intentional. Her dual personas - ethereal feminine outsider and grounded
gender-neutral self - inform her sonic identity. Critics describe her work as
“emotionally gripping” (Cage Riot) and “a surreal insight into her musical path”

(ViViPlay).
Full Version

DBsock (Mingwei Gao) is a Shenzhen - and LA - based Art Pop and
Alternative R&B artist, producer, and illustrator. Her music fuses surreal sound
design with intimate storytelling, blending influences from FKA twigs, Bjork, 070

Shake, and Chinese trio &% % (FloruitShow).

Originally pursuing Psychology in the United States, DBsock later turned to
music production to transform her personal struggles into art. On the autism
spectrum, she approaches songwriting as both therapy and exploration - where
every detail of sound, breath, and silence carries intention.

Her artistic vision embodies two distinct personas:

- The divine feminine outsider, ethereal and mystic, echoing her avant-pop
influences.
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https://www.cageriot.com/post/dbsock-delivers-
a-cinematic-and-emotionally-gripping-masterpiece-
with-the-ep-the-journey
https://yorkcalling.co.uk/2025/05/20/discovery-
dbsock-shares-authentic-story-with-debut-ep/
https://viviplay.net/dbsocks-debut-ep-the-
journey-rewrites-the-map/
https://theurbanjuice.com/dbsock-drops-soulful-

hip-hop-single-masking/
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